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draw from the country and Egypt was to release the English
prisoners of war. The English expedition finally vacated
Alexandria in September 1807, leaving the place in the hands
of Mohammed Ali's agent Tapouzoglou, the hero of El
Hammad.

Henceforward Alexandria, which had been in the domain
of the Turkish Captain Pasha, came within the jurisdiction
of the Governor of Egypt. And, thanks to Mohammed Ali,
Alexandria soon recovered from her stagnant state and be-
came the second port in the Mediterranean after Marseilles,
and the favourite seat of the Governor of Egypt in summer.

The Turkish Sultan showed his appreciation of the great
effort made by Mohammed Ali and the Egyptian people by
acquiescing in the Egyptian possession of Alexandria, and by
returning Ibrahim, Mohammed Ali's son, to Cairo. Ibrahim
came back laden with valuable presents and honours con-
ferred on his father, his assistants, and on Al Sayed Omar Mak-
ram, the leader of the people.

This victory over the English made Mohammed Ali the
undisputed champion of Egyptian nationality, and his fame
began to traverse the boundaries of Egypt to the outside
world.

Assured of his unassailable position and popularity,
Mohammed Ali decided to adopt Egypt as his mother country,
and to send for his family, his relatives and friends to help
him in the government of the country. Nothing could equal
the loyalty and the extreme devotion with which Mohammed
Ali was served by his sons and other members of his family.
They were all attached by the most affectionate ties to the
viceroy, or Effendina (our Lord) as Mohammed Ali and his
successors were henceforward called by the Egyptian people.
And contrary to what was customary in Eastern courts, they
all afforded him active co-operation and exemplary loyalty.

Thus was Mohammed Ali able to embark on his en-
lightened dictatorial career of reform and progress, destined to
raise Egypt from her medieval status of an ordinary Ottoman
province to the level of a vigorous n^odem state, conscious of
her full rights of nationhood and ranking high among
civilised states.